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11, THE SOVIET POSITION IN GEREANY S
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Current Soviet policy on Gcr:agy suggosts that ths BBBR ia~
tends to maintals its precaricus jesition in ETast Germany. The
Ebﬁﬁliﬁjﬁhrﬁngk the East ﬁ@ruaaveanaﬁnimtn/in attempting to over-
come the k&eity jroblem of East German unrest through a combination
of popular ecomcmic concessions and regrasstrt‘umssaréa directed
against the most sctive reaistance groups. The sparinsg use cf
Sovist silitary forces since the Jume riois reflects in part its
reluctance to undermime further the standimg of the Eaxst German
regine, In addition the DESR cammot poss as the protector of the
dowatrodden worker when itlltrnepn are engaged in active repression

of ¥ East Corman labor,
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At the same time, the PSSR is contimuinmg its past strategy of
attempting im every avallsble way to impede Vest Gersasy's conteribue
tion e ¥Yestera stremgth., Rereated Erewlis declaratioms in faver
of 5 unifisd Germamy aprareatly are intended to delay and confuse
411ied sttempts to integrate West Carmany imto a rearned Festera
Europs. The Soviet apreal to YWest Germany, hﬁmavaf, iz underminnd

by the basic weakness of the Soviet rosition is East Garsany.
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is a vesult, recent Seviet and East Germasm policy statoments
aave had to be cemfimed to a position on Gereany vhich is basieslly

rosising on &t least four roiats:

1. & big power cenfersace nust be called to draw ¥r A reace

traaty.

2. Aay treaty sust recognize the present Gdor-Reinse boundary.

3. A united Gersany casnct be nilitﬁi!y ailied with the VWest

4. PFres wloctions can be discussed oaly aftor the formulatien

of a peace troaty.

This basic Soviet positiom has Wn elaborated in a series of
sditorials and the Soviet note of 4 Auguet to the thres Vestern
powars.

The Soviet stand on Germaay must be wolghed against ths popular
discontent and econowmic distress in East Germany. T™he cathusiastic
reaponse tc the western food relisf rrogram Bas revealed the con-
tenpt and hatred of the Zemt German reople for their rulers. The
wmpopularity of the ruling Secialist Unity Party iz pow so greoat
tkt;t only the armod sight of the Soviet occupation fTerces shiclds

the regime from overthrow by the reople.
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During the twe week pericd of the wvesters Tood relief progranm

snigts in ob-

close te a million Esst Cermans nave dofisd the Comm
taining some 2.2 millios food packages i{n ¥est Perlin. Yore than
a Bumger domonstration, this 1% anm set of popular imsuberdiastion
to the East German regime.

As the food program rounds cut its third week the oariisr en~
thusiase aprears to be somowhat dininished. Howsver, as jong 2%
some form of food rrogram 1s in [TOEress, the East Geraan roegime
must continue its repressive measures, Any relaxation weuld prob-
ably result in further anti-Communist demonstrations.

The comsunist hierarchy in East Germany is completely dis-
credited in the eyes of the peorle, Evea withis its owmn vanks

s feenfide F Ayﬂﬂ&aﬂ
there are factisous eprosing tﬁaffuruai{?atiatixgtiaiiwz Eaat Ger-
wany. Hdecent purges have removed the principle sources of oureosi-
tiom withism the marty ranks, The result has been a strengthening
of the position of Walter Bibricht, Zast Germany's “stromg man, "
sho paradoxically is genmerally associated with the policy of
torced Scvietization,

The Fast Cersan regime has peon faced with imscluble eocononic
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probless, priveipally of Zood shertages. mw fair harvest

srospects indiecate mrth?r Tood shortagos. These asd the general

widospresd popular discomtent.
Tho lack of Sovist maneuverability oa Garmany has been mm&lm
by ita snconprozising stand on the problam of an asceptable pesce
troaty. Ths Beviet position im Gersany can be axpected to remain
weak for an imdefinite period. The YBSH cannot afford tc have fres
sleoctions in Bsst Gersany with the rosumitant almesti certain over-
throw of the Comsunist regime. THe Kremlin can Bors to improve its

pesition in East Germany only as & loag range affort.
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In the isterim the USSR may Yorego its effort to briag sbout
the overthrow of Chamceller sdensuer ian the Segtesber elections in
e SRS O S

}}f‘%\ m ﬂ.g 2 leager rasge tactic of expleitiag widespread Freach and

? “ sest Europesn fears of German rasrassent., This stratagew will un-

conference vn All cutstanding international issues,
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